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SUBJECT: MARINE SECURITY GUARD 

REF: (A) STATE 89415; (B) LOURENCO MARQUES A-37 (NOTAL) 

1. CONGEN HAS CAREFULLY CONSIDERED ASSIGNMENT OF MARINE 
SECURITY GUARDS MOZAMBIQUE, DISCUSSED THE PROGRAM WITH THE 
ON-SITE SURVEY TEAM MAY 18, 1975, AND RELUCTANTLY CONCLUDED 
THAT THE POLITICAL SITUATION IS SUCH AS TO OUTWEIGH THE VERY 
POSITIVE VALUE OF A MARINE SECURITY GUARD PROGRAM. FUTURE 
DEVELOPMENTS INCLUDING EXTENT OF COOPERATION BETWEEN USG AND 
NEW GOVERNMENT MAY ALTER SITUATION; HOWEVER, PRESENT DIFFI- 
CULTIES WITH FRF, I .IMP AND TRANSITIONAL GOVERNMENT AND HIGH 
LEVEL OF SUSPICION OF U.S. INDICATE THAT BEST POSTURE IS FOR 

A LOW PROFILE. AS RECOMMENDED IN OUR ANNUAL U.S. POLICY ASSESS- 
MENT. 

2. THE MOVEMENT OF A GROUP OF MARINES INTO THE COUNTRY, 
INCREASING THE SIZE OF THE AMERICAN STAFF BY ROUGHLY 50 PER 
CENT, VOULD EASILY TRIGGER NEGATIVE POLITICAL REACTIONS, BE 
THE SOURCE OF ADVERSE PRESS REACTION AND ENGENDER INCIDENTS. 

3. THE SITUATION WILL BE FOLLOWED CLOSELY IN THE HOPE THAT 

IT MAY BE FEASIBLE TO ESTABLISH A MARINE SECURITY GUARD PROGRAM 
IN MOZAMBIQUE IN THE FUTURE. 
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